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Campus water may not always be clear, but it is clean
By Palmer Perez
Panther Staff

Prairie View A&M University water supervisor Frederick Alexander wants to assure
everyone that nothing is wrong
with the water supply on campus
despite various complaints from
students.
'°There have never been
any problems on this campus
pertaining to the water supply,"
said Alexander. "There are six
wells on campus, and three
containers that hold one miJJfon
gallons, 500,000 gallons and
300,000 gallons, respectively.
Eacb source is disinfected with
chlorine before they are able to
be pumped. Once a month, we
send samples of our water to
Houston to be checked out and

if anything is wrong, they send
the results to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) and they inform us on
how to handle the situation.
But like I said, we've never had
anything wrong with the water
on this campus."
The biggest complaints
from students are that the water
has a chlorine taste to it and
sometimes the water itself is
brown.
"The chlorine taste is
due to the fact that the taps in
the dorm rooms haven ·t been
used \'ezy much, and they need
to be 'broken in; so to speak.
The water needs to bave a cbance
to run through the pipes," said
Alexander.
The water supervisor
added that the brown discoloration is from the rust in the pipes.

"That part isn't our fault, because
our job is to run the water to
the dorm a.eas. Once the water
is over there, the rest is in the
hands of the people in charge at
the dorms. If some students are
having brown water, they need
to contact the people that are in
charge at the dorms."
Alexander said that
students would be notified if
something happened with the
water supply.
"TCEQ will notify us
and then we will in turn notify the
public, and work on correcting
the problem. Also, we will give
everyone details on what they
should do in the meantime. One
such thing would be the 'boiled
water notice.' In the event that
there is a problem, we will recommend boiling the water before
using it," said Alexander.

Looks can be deceiving: Although students complain about
water taste and color, there i nothing wrong with the water
on campus, the water supervisor says.

State Representative Sylvester Turner comes to "The Hill"

Photo by F.,an Wh11c

Photo hy faan White

No school is perfect: Representative Turner spoke at the MSC on Monday, Feb. 27. He urged students to appreciate the history and contributions of the
university despite the things that may need correction. Pictured with Turner lright], are SGA President Oludayo Olusanya and two PVAMU students.
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High court to decide Texas districts
Associated Press

Border Patrol agent I Federal judge blocks
and brother sentenced I new Pentagon labor
in drug scheme
rules
I
LAREDO, Texas (AP)_ A senior
U.S. Border Patrol agent was sentenced
Monday to 20 years in prison and his
brother got 17 1/2 years for allowing a
drug ring to pass marijuana and cocaine
through South Texas checkpoints.
Agent Juan Alvarez, 36, and his
brother Jose Guadalupe Alvarez, 39, both
from Laredo, pleaded guilty last May
to conspiracy to bribe a public official
and conspiracy to possess with intent to
distribute more than 1,000 kilograms of
marijuana and more than five kilograms
of cocaine, said U.S. Attorney Chuck
Rosenberg.
j
At their sentencing, U.S. District
Judge George P. Kazen found that between June 2003 and April 2005 the
Alvarez brothers got about $1.5 million
in drug dealers' bribes for guaranteeing
the safe passage of more than 30,000
kilograms of marijuana through :Border
"Patrol checkpoints.
Juan Alvarez manned the Border
Patrol's highway checkpoint at Hebbronville, about 60 miles from the U.S. border
with Mexico. Jose Guadalupe Alvarez
worked as the middleman between his
brother and the drug dealers.
Juan Alvarez was fined $7,500,
while his brother was fined $3,500.
Both men also must forfeit the $1.5
mHlion in bribe money they received,

WASHINGTON (AP)_ A fed-

I eral judge on Monday blocked the Defense Department from putting in place
I new personnel and pay rules, saying
they would erode bargaining rights for
I 650,000 employees.
U.S. District Judge Emmet G.
I SuJJivan said the proposed workplace
rules also would make it unfairly hard
I for employees to appeal unfavorable

I

I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I
Judge Charged with I

personnel decisions. The suit was filed in
November by the America:n Federation of
Government Employees and nine other
federal employee unions.
Another federal judge last year
barred a similar plan from taking effect
at the Homeland Security Department.
Under the proposed system,
Defense Department leaders, including
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and the
secretaries of the various branches of the
armed services, would be able to override
provisions of collective bargaining agreements.
It would give Rumsfeld greater
flexibility to change workers' assignments, allowing him to put civilians in
some administrative jobs held by armed
services members, who could then move
to military positions.
Rumsfeld has said the changes
are critical to improving the management
of the department's civilian work force,
which totals about 750,000. Some, would
not be affected by the changes.
Homeland Security officials have
said they need the new rules to enhance
their flexibility to respond to terrorist

hearing cases while I
drunk resigns
It-b-rea-ts_
. ------ALBANY, N.Y. (AP)_ A Franklin County judge has resigned and agreed
not to seek judicial office again amid allegations be presided over court while
under the influence of alcohol, the state
Commission on Judicial Conduct said
Monday.
Joseph La.Londe, formerly a justice of the Tupper Lake town and village
courts, left office on Feb. 12. He had been
the village justice since April 1999.
ln June 2005, La.Londe was
served with a formal written complaint
alleging he presided over criminal arraignments while under the influence of
alcohol. The complaint also accused him
of making ''injudicious" remarks to or
about police officers, defendants and others involved in court matters and illegally
dismissing traffic violations involving accidents.
Lal..onde denied most of the allegations, including those that he presided
over while intoxicated, according to an
agreement he signed.

Man sentenced in
•
traffic deaths of two
I
I
col ege students
1

I

I
I
I
I

I
I

I

I

ST. JOHNS, Mich. (AP) _ A Lansing man was sentenced to between 15
and 25 years in prison Monday for second-degree murder in the traffic deaths
of two college students.
Gerardo Garcia, 23, was driving
the wrong way in the northbound lanes
of U.S. 127 about 3 a.m. on Oct. 2 when
he struck a vehicle carrying four Central
Michigan University students, authorities said. He had a blood-alcohol level
of 0.17, more than twice the legal limit,
Clinton County Prosecutor Charles Sherman said.
The driver, Jennifer Stano, 19, of
Macomb County's Clinton Township,
and passenger Courtney Hernandez, 18,
of Flat Rock, died in the crash. The other
passengers received minor injuries.

WASHINGTON (AP) In less than
three years, a Republican-imposed redistricting of Texas congressional districts
strengthened the GOP' grip on Congress,
hastened former Majority Leader Tom
DeLay's fall from power and triggered a
partisan clash over the voting rights of
blacks and Hispanics.
Now the Supreme Court will consider
whether it was constitutional as well as
controversial.
In legal terms, the dispute turns
largely on this: Whether the Republican
maneuver in 2003 crossed the line between
excessive partisanship which is unconstitutional and permissible partisanship
which is not unconstitutional, according to
Guy-Uriel E. Charles, a law professor who
summarized the case in an American Bar
Association publication.
Congressman Louie Gohmert, the
Tyler Republican who unseated a Democratic incumbent after the lines were
redrawn, says he's confident the plan will
pass constitutional muster.
The redistricting that occurred in
2003 left us with an all-East Texas, contiguous, 13-county community of the same
or similar interests that satisfies every test
the courts have suggested, Gohmert said
late Monday. "The fact that the Supreme
Court has allowed these districts to stand
unimpeded now for the second election
cycle is an indication that they do not see
serious problems with it. I doubt that there
will be much change now, but they do need
an opportunity to explain themselves more
clearly."
In political tenns, it's conceivable
that this case could swing control of the
House of Representatives in November,
said Marie Braden, a Republican lawyer with
broad experience in redistricting disputes.
Republicans reaped a gain of six
seats in Congress from Texas in 2004,
when the new district lines were used. The
state's delegation, which had consisted of
21 Democrats and 11 Republicans, became
17-15.
The case, scheduled for argument
on Wednesday, marks the first time Chief
Justice John Roberts and Justice Samuel
Alito will grapple with redistricting issues
since their confirmations. At the same time,
Justice Anthony Kennedy will be a particular focus ofinterest.
Kennedy cast the swing vote in a 5-4
decision in 2004 that upheld Republican
redistricting in Pennsylvania. But unlike
other justices who made up a majority, he
suggested some future claim against gerrymandering might have merit.The assumption is that Justice Kennedy sees something
in this case that he finds troubling, Charles
said in an interview.
The state of Texas contends the redistricting passes constitutional scrutiny,
citing the ruling in the Pennsylvania case.
A lower court agreed, and the losing side,
the League of United Latin American Citizens and others appealed to the Supreme
Court.

Democrats claim hope in the fact that
the justices agreed earlier this winter to hear
arguments quickly. If the court didn't think
this (Texas) was materially different from
the Pennsylvania case, they wouldn't have
taken it up, says Matt Angle, a spokesman
for the Lone Star Project, a Democratic
group seeking to invalidate the law and run
this fall's elections using the old districts.
Critics of the Republican reapportionment plan also allege the new district
lines violate the Voting Rights Act, which
is designed to protect the rights of blacks
and Hispanics. In addition, they argue
that the Constitution prohibits mid-decade redistricting, and that Republicans
ignored updated census data, violating the
Constitution's requirement on one person,
one vote.
Angle said the GOP-drawn apportionment reduced the number of effective
minority districts from 11 to nine. They take
the cynical view that a minority district is
defined by the color of the skin of the person
elected. But that's not what the law says.
The law says a minority district is determined by the color of the voters.
Braden dismissed such claims as a
smoke screen. Allegations concerning the
Voting Rights Act are all about Martin Frost.
The court has said minority voters can elect
a candidate of their choice, he said.
Frost, DeLay's archrival in Congress,
was one of four Democrats swept out of office in 2004. His old district included about
6o percent minority voters. It was broken
up by Republicans and he lost in 2004 to
a GOP incumbent in a district that was a
white majority. Angle is Frost's former
top aide.
Overall, the number of AfricanAmerican and Hispanic Texas lawmakers
in Congress rose from eight to nine after
the district lines were redrawn.
The Justice Department approved
the plan as acceptable under the Voting
Rights Act, reversing a recommendation
from staff lawyers who c.oncluded it diluted
minority voting rights.
The legal dispute flows from a bareknuckled political clash.
Texas Republicans have long claimed
that they were underrepresented in the
House as the result of previous redistricting plans drawn by Democrats. DeLay, the
former House majority leader, led a successful campaign to capture control of the
legislature by Republicans in 2002, and the
following year party leaders pushed through
the plan to redraw the district lines.
Democrats struggled as several lawmakers fled the state at one point in an attempt to prevent the legislature from acting
but Republicans eventually prevailed.
Ironically, DeLay, one of the most
powerful lawmakers in Congress, soon
found himself in jeopardy. The House ethics committee admonished him for asking
a federal agency to help track the aircraft
that flew Democrats out of state.
The Supreme Court declined a request by The Associated Press to speed
up release of audio tapes of the two-hour
argument.
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Students protest cafeteria conditions
By Larisha J. Stone

Health Department in ·pectors
"Why are we served
gave the cafeteria a score of 90 burgers and french fries every
day, instead of healthier alternaSome students ~L. orth percent, an A minu .
The
department
rantivesr
Carolina Central University,
Lisborg said the staff
aying they have seen enough of domly in pects restaurants and
what they deem to be poor qual- school cafeterias four times a had served veggie burgers and
ity food, inadequate customer year. The highest possible score is chicken patties in the past, but
service and unsanitarv condi- 101. Ifa score drops below7oper- beef burgers were more popular.
tions in W.G. Pear on Cafeteria, cent, the facility can be clo ed.
A four-year history of
Another complaint was
are ca1ling for improvements.
About 100 students inspection scores at Pearson slow service. Onuma aid that
staged a sit-in protest in the provided by the Durham County often the taff is not large enough
cafeteria Feb. 15 and success- Health Department shows that to keep lines moving.
One cafeteria staff
fully demandedan audience with the cafeteria received its lowest
average core - a 90 - in 2005. member, Boyd Taylor, took is ue
management.
Agu Onuma, vice presi- Thi compare with an average of with the way students arrc1nged
dent of the Student Government 95.5 in 2004, 93.5 in 2003 and 96 the protest.
"Students should have
Association, organized the event in 2002.
Together, Durham high gotten a spoke person and taken •
with other members of the SGA
school cafeterias received an av- the issue to the proper authorisenate.
ties and discussed them,~ said
~The quality of food and erage score of 97.5 in 2005.
Li borg said Pear on·s Taylor. "Some of the is ·ue · are
efficiency of staff has been an injustice to tu dents,., said Onuma. le s-than-perfect core can be legitimate. butdoitin the proper
attributed to the building, not to way.~
"Sen;ce should be better."
But the it-in wa proWhen the students met the quality of food or sanitation.
with Lawrence Lisborg, cafeteria He aid if certain repair were ductive, , ome students said.
~stu
. . .
general manager. the) rai ed made, the core would increase
ignifican\1_
.
comp\ai.
·
concerns ahout the cafeteria's
. cconHng to S •pt. 7 grc t to
d
lack of variety, food qua\i~ and
and l) c. 1.2 in
i· ion
•port •
or w\-1.a
1.d
sanitation.
majoniol:ition · nt red 011 ood 11 _n·ho1
o
Scan Kornegay, a ma.ss
protection
and storage, especiall_\
pher.
communication senior, said saniOnuma. the front man
tation was a major issue for him, temperature violations.
~A 90 isn't bad. It's of the cafeteria sit-in, ~id if conand said he was not impressed
with the efforts to keep the caf- an A," aid Marvin Hobb , an djtions did not change, the SGA
environmental health specialist senate would organize :1 cafeteria
eteria clean.
wStudents come in to sit with the Durham County Health boycott.
He said he was u ing
and eat, and have to choose the Department.
Students
al
o
said
they
the
sit-in
as a platform to begin
least dirty spot to eat at," said
Kornegay. As if on cue, a roach wanted a greater election, in- protesting other issues on camcrossed in front of Lisborg. When cluding seafood, steak and fresh- pus ... Change starts at home," he
said.
students recognized the irony er vegetables.
"Black
people
suffer
Laris/ta J. Stone, a
and pointed it out to Lisborg, he
greatly
from
heart
disease
and
shident
at
North Carolina Cenlaughed.
On Dec. 12, Durham stroke," said Portia Woodson, a tral University, writes for the
sophomore in nursing.
Campus Echo.
Black College Wire

THE
THE OmCIAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF
PRAnuE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY

Editor in Chief:
Sports Editor: Rashad Morgan

neka Meka

News/ Managing Editor: Alanna

,Jones
Photographers: LeWebstcr Lacy

l./H and A/E Editor: l.aChervl E.

Whitlow

·

Copy Editors: DeTorsha Bnmson
Palmer Perez

Office/ Business Manager: Otis Claybome II
Photo/ Online Editor: Marqut:s Allen
Assistant Photo Editor: Evan White
Flag: Trason Smith

The Pa1,1th~r 1s a publication supported through advertising and !.'tudent activity fees. View exp re~. ed ,-,.ithin
the pubhcat10n arc not necessarily those shared by Prairie View A&M Unh·ersity or the Texas A&M University
Board of Regents. All articles, photographs, and graphics are property of The Panther.

. . .. -.....- . .. .. .....
. .. . -.......

4

WEDNESDAY, M.\RCH

THE PANTHER

Dr. Kym Pinder of Chicago brings art history to Prairie_View
Panther Staff

Dr. Kym Pinder, an associate professor of art history
at the School of Art Institute
in Chicago and director of the
Master of Arts History Program,
conducted a lecture discussing
the African-American depictions of Christ in early African
churches and various African
American artists who address
the subject of religion.
Pinder displayed a
combination of research projects that he has worked on for
over ten years. Among her man
other artistic contributions, Dr.
Pinder is a stain glass specialist
and travels to churches all more
than Chicago in an effort to preerve glass murals. Image of a
black Christ, the Virgin Mary,
and angels are common works
of art in black churches.
Pinder had the pleasure of visiting the oldest black
church in Savannah, Ga., where

she examined wooden pews that
were over one hundred years
old. One of her photographs
shows that there were four different patterns as well as four
sets of markings on the pews
that were made exclusively by
and for slaves. Pinder said,
"These marks were made by four
carpenters. African American
artists often made these marks
on their work because they
could not read nor write their
names. These marks were found
to be tribal markings from West
Africa in honor of their ancestors."
While viewing a painting of a typical grave site of an
African American of that time,
Pinder stated, "Grave sites were
seen as a doorway between the
living world and the ance try
spirit world in the 19th century."
She affirmed that spirituality
and religion connects back to
ancient Afdca and slavery.
Continuing, Pinder revealed a
photograph of the Pilgrim Bap-

]HF PANTHER
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SIFE explodes
w i th 2nd
annual gospe l Psychology honor society holds first of three sessions in grad school preparation series
extravaganza By Chantel Gates
the National Honor Society in every deadline."
Chi, Deneka

Psi Chi seminar focuses on getting into graduate school

Wednesday. March I, 2006

By Sharonda Peals

1, 2006

By Jameka Merriweather

tist Church that burned down a
year ago. She began to ex.plain
how music was very important
to this chu rch because it was
one of the birth places of gospel
music. Thomas A. Dorsey was
an important figure in gospel
music, and is credited for bringing gospel music to the Pilgrim
Baptist Church, the oldest synagogue in the country.
She also illustrated numerous pieces of art that shadowed images of Ethiopia from
the 1500s in which the artists
made J esu look like the people
who were preaching about him.
Several of the paintings were of
black saints with afros, gymbolizing the Buddhist religion. Pinder state that, "It was natural
for gods that African Americans
wor biped to look like them in
their art.•
1Ien11 0. Tanner wa
the most important 19th century African American religious
artist. ln hi painting, wThe
Banjo Lesson,w he focused on

1a11er Pawn
•Instant Cash Loans
•Large Jewelry Selection
•Car Stereo
•Home Electronics
Open Mon-Sat 10am • 7:30pm
Call 936-372-5700
1/2 mile off 290, Exit 2920
31303 FM 2920, Waller

Panther Staff

Panther Staff

On Sunday, Feb. 26, the Office of Special Programs in the
Division of Student Affairs and
the Student in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) team hosted their 2nd
annual Black History Celebration Gospel Extravaganza in
the MSC auditorium.
After a heartfelt welcome by
Mr. University College 20052006, Jonnie Jones III, the
Divine Praise Team of Mt.
Corinth along with volunteers
from Apostolic Faith Church
of Sunny Side, Texas, offered
praise and worship. Pastor
Lockett of Apostolic Faith followed with a spirit-changing
invocation.
Setting the tone with "Let

African Americans and biblical
subjects. Pinder avowed that
Tanner's father wanted him
to become a minister but his
passion wa in painting, so he
became a minister in art by
painting religious and spiritual
drawings. He would often paint
on Sundays during worship
service and on several occasions
Tanner placed himself in his
own biblical scenes. He painted
European oriented depictions
of Christ because intense racism in America caused him
to flee to Europe. Pinder also
eil.'"plained that Tanner painted
both white and black depictions
of Christ, beside one another.
"The black Christ has so many
layers of biblical meaning and
perseverance," stated Pinder.
Tanner's visions of
unity through his work were
accepted and it was a moment
in church history where innovation was rejoiced.
William H. Johnson
was another African American artist who was trained in
Europe. He worked with European style paintings, but came
home to America to focus on
representing his people in his
art works. Many of Johnson's
drawings included biblical images and the Negro struggle
during the nineteenth century.
Among his works of art are
"Go Down Moses" and "Going
to Church." Pinder explained

that in "Go down Moses," Johnson used bright colors to repre ent black spirituality while
trying to shake off the European
feel to his work. While in "Going
to Church," the patterns tresemble quilts and patch works.
In this painting, Johnson tried
to make a connection with black
arts and crafts."
Bob Thompson was
another abstract artist Pinder
discussed. He also made the
people in his paintings with
loud colors. Jazz music was a
major influence in his work as
he tried to bring feeling into his
paintings.
One of the more inspiring pieces of art displayed was
"Jesus is an Airplane,• by Sister
Gertrude Morgan. She lived in
New Orleans and held her own
outdoor ministry in the French
Quarter. Morgan was also a gospel musician whose house was
covered in artwork. She would
write all over the art combining text with images. Morgan
would depict herself in her art
work wearing the color white.
Pinder e,cpressed that, "Sister
Morgan wanted to portray a
black woman worshiping in her
art."
Pinder is also an author, her book, Race-ing Art
History: An Anthology has
been described as the first comprehensive anthology to place
issues of racial representation
squarely on the canvas.

Everything that Has Breath
Praise the Lord" and "Marvelous," Apostolic Faith opened
the evening's festivities. Keeping spirits high, soloist Lanya
Prince blessed the crowd with
a dynamic and spirit-filled
melody of church hymns. Coming armed with powerful and
anointed voices, Mt. Corinth
kept the crowd moving with
their own praise rendition.
Although the first half was
without instruments due to
technical difficulties, spirits
were yet high.
"It reminded me of the old
times when there were no instruments and we had to sing
just with what we knew," said
freshman computer engineering technology major Jerry
Williams III.
"The choirs did really well
without music. It's hard to sing
a cappella," said freshman biology major Lindsey Williams.
In a brief intermission, there
was a special collection for a
PV disaster relief fund to assist
persons who may face tragedy
and are in need of special assistance on an emergency basis.
Finally, special guest Jermain D. Love& UnityofHouston, Texas, not only offered
testimony but set souls on
fire with hand-clapping, footstomping, finger-snapping
songs of praise and worship.
The program ended on a
high note and for some was a
forecast for the future. Junior
marketing major Troy Charleston stated, "It's always uplifting to see fellow Panthers join
together in the Lord's name.
Hopefully, our religious efforts will spread abundantly
throughout the entire campus."

Prospective graduate
school students in the field of
psychology gathered on Tuesday, Feb. 28, in the John B.
Coleman library for a seminar.
The event was hosted by

Psychology. The seminar emphasized how to get into college.
The vice president of Psi
Chi, Lakeisha Buckner said,
"The best way to try to find the
right graduate school is to do
research into programs, make
sure you have recommendation letters, and always make

Dove said, "The
benefits of getting into graduate school are to learn more
knowledge in your field and to
gain more acceptance into jobs
of your interests."
Part two of graduate
school preparations will be
on March 28 at 5 p.m. in the
library. They will be reviewing
resumes and giving feedback
on them.

The seminar was not
just geared towards psychology majors, but to any major.
"We want to get as many Prairie View students as possible in
graduate school," said Dr. Derrick Wilson, undergraduate
coordinator of the psychology
department.
The president of Psi

Happenings on PVAMU's campus

Pltoto by Fun Whitt

RESTAURANT

Accepting Applications!
PAPPADEAUX
SERVERS, DAYTIME HOSTS, COOKS,
BUSSERS & DISHWASHERS

Our menu includes odynamic team atmosphere
And unlimited opportunities to succeedl

Apply Tue. - fri., 3-5 p.m.
13080 Hwy 290 at Hollister
EOE
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Buddhism: More than a religion, it is a way of life
By Sean Mitchell
Panther Staff

While many consider
Buddhism to be simply a faith,
such as Christianity, Judaism,
or Islam, Buddhists (the followers of Buddhism) affirm it to
be the principles by which they
live.
"Buddhism is not so
much a religion as it is a way
of ]ife," said sophomore Terry
Kommany, who practices the
Theravada form of Buddhism.
According to Wikipedia's article on the subject
of Buddhism, the movement
encompasses both religion and
philosophy and is based on the
teachings ofSiddhartha Gautama, known simply as "the Buddha," or •the awakened one."
Guatama lived in the northern
part of India from 563-483 BC.

ticed version of Buddhism,
while the Mahayana considers
the Theravada as the Hinayana,
or "The Lesser Vehicle." The
term is Hinayana is now
seen as an alicious name
for the Theravada. Kornmany explained more
differences between the
two. "Theravada is the
oldest practiced of the
two religions. They
believe in the Buddha as a man of enlightenment who helps
you to find peace and
serenity to others. "The
Mahayana believes that
the Buddha was a god.
They reformed because
the Theravada didn't
help people understand
the Pali. They also split,
because they viewed Buddha
as a god. We [Theravada] see
Buddha as a man, not a god."

The mission of Buddhism is to
end the cycle of rebirth known
as samsara, by enlightening
a believer to the realizat ion
of life in its true essence.
The person attains this
achieves the freedom
and end of the cycle
ofNirvana. Gautama
taught ideas such as
this, and within centuries his teachings
were passed on and
spread throughout
the region of the
Indian sub-continent. The main texts
of Buddhism are the
Sul tas (or Pali) and
the Sutras (or Sanskrit).
There are two
main types of Buddhism:
Theravada sect and Mahayana sect. The Theravada
considers itself the oldest prac-

Overall, Kommany
felt it was important to not e
that it is not bard to be a Buddhist and that your personal
attitude is the most important
thing in Buddhism. "It is not
hard to be a Buddhist. The
hardest part is understanding
what the words mean, such as
Karma, the principle of 'what
goes around comes around.'
"The most important thing in
Buddhism is yourself. You have
to know what's right and wrong
and follow your heart. You trust
yourself in doing that, take your
own responsibilities in whatever
you do and that determines your
outcome in life."
Wikpedia's article
on "Buddhism" goes more in
depth on the subject and can
be accessed at http://www.
en. wikipedia.org/ wiki/Buddhism.
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A letter to the editor

Two students angered by column
To Whom It May Concern:
We feel ashamed, embarrassed
and am terribly disgusted with last
week's issue of The Panther lFebruary
22, 2006). Though we have noticed that
Prairie View's student publication has
started to go downhill rapidly in the past
few editions, last week's commentary
entitled ~For My Nigga's," was the
last·straw on our putting up with The
Panther and it's self-destructive ways.
The title alone is an embarrassment to
this University. We are guessing that the
title would read "For my ignorant."
Just whom is the editor
speaking to? Students are ignorant?
All students? Or just the Black ones
whom she seems to be specifically
speaking to? Blacks are "nigga's'' and
ignorant? So would it behoove the
editor to write a commentary entitled
"For My Chinks." "For My Wetbacks/
"For My White trash?" But of course
The Panther wouldn't publish that. It
seems as though she chose to use a word
that describ someone who is lacking
knowledge or awareness in general;
uneducated and unsophisticated, and
interchanged it to refer to Blacks.
Funny how we want to fight
this word, yet so quick to embrace it. Let
us not forget that The Panther is read by
more than just the students walking this
campus. It is read nation wide by alumni,
other HBCU's, parents, and even some
historically white universities. It's a sad
day when you feel you must talk to the
Black students by calling them nigga's.
How about addressing them as scholars,
like they are? Be diverse. lsn'tthat what
Prairie View is promoting? So lets ALL
be Nigga's, lets not narrow it down to
just one race of students. Diversity is
the key, right? The Panther was quick
to offend its Black students. But who
cares? Prairie View is all about being
diverse, so lets call them all out as
Nigga's, Coon's Darldes, or how about
plain old Nigger? We're just keeping it
real, as the editor was trying to do to get
to the students attention.
Instead of addressing them
professionally or intelligently as they
are. If we continue to let The Panther
disgrace us, and disrespect students
what else will they get away with? It's not

just about the one issue of The Panther;
it's about The Panther in general. It
is the content, the subject matter the
overaU role that the publication plays
on our campus. What message does The
Panther give our students? But not just
our students, what about others who
read The Panther?
We fully understand the
freedom of free speech and support
anyone who observes this right, but
what about tact. It needs to be reminded
that this is and educational setting, and
there is time and place for everything,
it is our opinion that this was not taken
into consideration. I a k would more
readers be offended if someone oi a
different expression had written the
above-mentioned piece? Where is
the line drawn? Would The Panther
have run the story if a white student
had written the article? Or do we let
everything slide and just act as if it
didn't occur? When we have something
representing us nationwide it seems as
though we would want to make sure
that we are represented well, because
the Panther is a reflection of Prairie
View and its students.
Ifs ama1.ing how some stori '
can run and others not. R t assured
thatanystorycriticizingadministration,
no matter how factual it is, would not
stand a chance against an offending
piece as "For My Nigga 's." We question,
and would just like to draw attention to
the portrayal of Prairie View students
that this piece seeks to speak about.
Our complaint is the nature of this
title, the sheer tackiness that it displays
and our concern for how it reflects PY
students.
This is truly just our opinion,
and the piece did ask, "what do we
think," so here is our reply. We think
that The Panther has acted neglectfully
toward our students and all readers
of the publication. lt is our hope and
prayer that The Panther wil) be able
to regain footing and begin to once
again produce quality work and give
positive representation of Prairie View
students.

Kasai Manuel and
Latisha Johnson-Wallace

7

A letter from the editor

Reading past "my niggas"
Personally, I believe that just
by publishing the column at this campus
reflects my respect for the intelligence
and confidence I have in my peers'
ability to think beyo nd themselves,
and scrntinize the social and political
problem facing our community. The
title was for figurative and not literal
purposes, and as scholars l would hope
you could grasp that.
Furthermore, I am a black
woman who embrace the tragedies
By Nneka Meka
and triumphs of my race. I love my
Editor in Chief
people enough to reque t that we
take time out to look in the mirror
First and foremost, if you and examine whether or not we have
feel that covering the deaths of two finished our fight . So, in response
students and a professor, the shooting to your inquiry, I say that it never
of a student, and campus gun control is "behooved~ me to write to my "chinks,
evidence of The Panther going rapidly wetbacks, or white trash .'' I could
downhill, I'm sorry you feel that way.
never identify with them. They are not
It is obvious that the main my people and it is not my place to
source of your shame, embarrassment, challenge their status. The notion is
and disgust stems from the title of my quite imprudent. However, if a writer
column and not its content, because who identified with another ethnicity
several of the arguments made in this decided to write a commentary parallel
letter to the editor as well as on the to mine, of course l would run it. The
boycott flyers distributed on campus are Panther is not biased and !,trives to
completely irrelevant. owhere in my uphold hlgb ethical standard!>.
last column is there a direct reference
1 do ense in your l tter tbat
to the student body. ln fact, 1 Wl\\ te\l there i an underlyinv, problem with
)'OU as l told T ·as A_ M' Battalion
dh; rsi : on c, m\)'-' · ha\ rm m hin
after they r print d my column kFor to do with my column, my t._rff. or
my niggas" retitled as wFor my black the content of the new ·paper. Thi
people" that the word nigga and black problem should be taken up with
person are not interchangeable.
administrators.
I am deeply saddened by
"For my niggas" was intended
the miscomprehension and failure to to stir the student body and encourage
look beyond the title. Truth be told, mobilizing for a cause. Naturally r
1 probably should have titled my assumed my fellow Panthers would
column "Only niggers settle," because choose a worthy cause such as campus
that was the point I was trying to get safety, increases in fees and housing,
across. Only a nigger settles for being financial aid, or the inability to truly
"Miss Fat Booty,• or a prison inmate- customize meal plans; but I suppose
they settle for mediocrity and refuse I am still a bit proud it sparked a
to challenge the system. My sincere "boycott." I was recently encouraged
intent was to beg of my peers to never by the fact that "stirring up controversy
allow themselves to be "destroyed by is often a signal of good journalism."
believing that [they] really are what
Finally, lam ~Il aware of The
the white world calls a nigger," and Panther's nationwide audience. As a
never for a minute resort to portraying matter of fact several ofthe readers who
yourselves as a "bunch oflazy, shiftless, do not attend this university have called
tri.flin' niggas." Achieve beyond your or written to congratulate me on the
great grandfather's wildest dreams. "provocative" and "thought provoking
1 do not apologize for that, because I commentary. w So I seriously doubt that
want the best for everyone.
I have disgraced the school.

In response to the editor's column...
1 opened the A&M Battalion (College
Station) and found a surprise. Thank
you for writing the editorial "To all my
black people" and letting it be used as a
guest editorial here. We, as black people,
need to create our own reality. We
need to break through complacency...
thinking that we've arrived and keep
striving forward because there really
is no limit to what we as a people (and
individuals) can achieve if we focus.

Your words are a wake up call as well as
a support to those who already see the
possibilities that await them.

is doing much for the progression of
blacks.
April Truly

Nikki Williams

Why are people protesting The Panther????
I think it is unbelieveably ridiculous!!!!
The article was honest and tasteful as far
as I am concerned... .! don't think anyone

1 recently read the article that all the
controversy is over and I didn't understand
why people were upset about it. If I am
not mistaken, you meant to all my niggas
being the ones who are careless and not
involved in what really goes on with

African Americans. When you said
to All My Niggas, you were referring
to them, not necessarily the student
body. Whoever is out there trying to
turn your story around and boycott
The Panther is wrong. 1 felt your article
really touched some points that needed
to be touched. You were simply stating
the truth in my opinion and that is
great!!!

Kaylan Colbert
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Reader upset with coverage of professor's death
I'm not sure if you will respond to gone? You know well the stigma that is
this or even consider what I am saying but attached to this type of death. The way
I felt the need to write in after I read your the family is ostracized. You don't have to
article last week about Dr. Robe1ts' death. experience this to know that some people
I am not sure if you ever lost anyone close are already completely nullifying all of this
to you, like a mother or father, brother great man's accomplishments and focusing
or sister, but if you have you know how on this one detail. This one detail is NITT
heartbreaking that loss can be. I know as a the sum of a man's life. This man's life
journalist it's your job to report the news, was and is so much more. It is the legacy
but ethically speaking reporting suicide as of greatness that he left behind. It is the
the cause of death completely disregards grandchildren that he loved so dearly. It is
what the family is going through. I found it the sons that he taught how to be a man of
troublingthatyou stated the cause of death honor, respect, and dignity.
I don't know if you ever lost
was an "apparent suicide" and then in the
very next phrase said the investigation was anyone, but I ask that next time before you
still pending. If it is pending, then the cause put into print something, before you change
of death is not yet determined, even if it is the world's perception of someone, before
apparent. And maybe instead of having a you sully the great deeds of someone's life,
piece of sensationilized news, this could you for one moment think of the family left
behind.
have been a snapshot of his life.
If this indeed was meant to be a
Tiesha Mines
tribute to Dr. Roberts, a tribute to bis family
forthelifeheled, was that necessary? If this
Editor's Note: In lhe arlicle titled,
was to be something that his grandchildren
(he has two by the way) would be able to ''Mathematics professor found dead
read one day so they could know what a at his home," sel'en paragraphs
great man he was, was it necessruy? His were dedicated to listing his
wife, sons, brothers and sisters had to read
accomplishme11t, life' work, and
this as the very first statement written about
comments
from his collegues. Only
a man that they loved so dearly.
Death is never easy on a family, the first two focused on his death, it
and uicide is the \VOrst of the lot. Imagine is our duty to report the news in its
for the rest of your life asking yourself why.
entirety.
Why the person did this? Why they are

\
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and profound, and trying to misconstrue it

By Rashad Morgan
Sports Editor

This article is being written in
defense of the viewpoint written last week,
which was titled For my niggas. If you
don't know, there have been little flyers put
up around school and e-mails sent out that
had a fat headline that read Boycott The
Panther...whatever.
Apparently somebody was
offended, saying that the article called
black people "niggers," and said that the
newspaper portrayed the student body in
a negative stereotypical way...whatever.
I read the flyer and asked some
people what they thought about the article
and they totally agreed with the views
expressed in the article. The only problem
I have is, who is reallygoingoutoftheirway
to take something [the article] so positive

into something pessimistic.
In my point of view, the writer
was basically saying that we, as a culture
[black people], have swayed from our
roots, and we have. Not saying that it's a
bad thing, but the activists of the 6o's laid
the foundation for our generation, and they
fought for more than what we have to show
for. Our forefather's yell for the progression
ofblacks has been reduced toa whisper. We
have begun to settle, and part of the reason
is because we are mesmerized by the trends
and must haves of the material world ...
and that is not about to change. Until this
trend is over, the majority [not everybody]
of black males gon' want the Jordan's,
rims, watches, chains, grills, or whatever,
because regardless of any circumstance,
you 'wanna' shine... and like I said already,
there is nothing wrong with that. Twenty
years ago the chances of you seeing a black
family in a luxwy sedan was slim to none,
now every comer you turn there's a Range
Rover or Lexus ..•that's progression.
The problem is that we are not
using all the open doors we run through for
the advancement of our people. It's simple,
we have to make sure everybody eats! The
revolution is still in developement. UNITE
for one cause. We can start tonight at
10:11 .•. be there .. .! will!

\

Unfair Question
Twins disappointed by
20 Questions submission
concerning their choice to
dress alike
We were disappointed after
reading 20 questions last week and
we wanted to speak out on the issue
to everyone on campus.
Every time we walk by a
group of people we often hear the
phrase, "Man there are a lot of twins
that go here." To this statement
we would like to ask, how is our
attending school here affecting you
and how are we affecting you by
dressing alike? Are we keeping you
from getting your rest at night or
distracting you from your studies?
The answers to all the questions
would be NO we are not! We can't
help it that we have a special bond
that keeps us together. Fortunately,
we were born with one of the best
gifts, a best friend. So we don't
have to worry about being stabbed
in the back or having our business
published in 20 questions.
In conclusion r would like
to say that if we are affecting you
in any way, we strongly advise you
to find something better to do with
your time.

-Angry Twins

Sponsored by:
Nissan North America and
World WIidiife Fund

Does the word
"nigga" offend you?

NISSAN

About the Program
The Mure of the planet lies in the hands of talented and motivated students who wilf become strong advocates for
the environment. The Nissan-WWF Environmental Leadership Program provides tomorrow's leaders with the
opportunity to learn more about the most pressing issues facing the global environment today; to meet with top

scientists, policy makers and business leaders; to develop leadership skills; and to build a network of peers from
around the country.
Environmental Leadership Awards
Fifteen exceptional students will be chosen to participate in

No, because if you know that's not what
you are, then you should not be offended
by it. But if your are acting like a nigga,
i.e being disruptive in the Black History
Program or shooting people with pellet
guns, that's what you should be called.

the program, which will include:
•

-Jessica Cox
Junior
Nursing

•

A $5,000 cash prize.
Participation in the Environmental Leadership

•

Summit in Washington, D.C. June 24-28
A field research trip to South Africa assisting
scientists at Pilanesberg National Park. August 1-14

_A Jl,-61 ofaJ,6 ' J.a
Su.,,,Ja,'J, 'ff/arc/,, .5, 2006
Black people, it's OK. With other races it
depends on their tone of voice.

3:30pm,

Lonnie Crossley
Junior
Social Work

rt/SeBaltoom

Evan White

Piucluu. $12 5u:l.u !,o• .,., 11}•.J., o/2.t. q.....
For Special Assistance with Disabilities, Dial ext. 2610

Eligibility
•
Must be a full-time student enrolled in a four-year
bachelor's degree program.
•
Must be an undergraduate in your junior (third) year.
•
Must be enrolled at an eligible university. Email us for a
list of universities.
•
Must have a minimum 3.0 grade point average.
•
All majors are welcome.
•
Students of any nationality may apply.

APPIICatlon deadllne:
►►►

March 31, 2006

For more .information or to request an
application, send an email to:
nissanleaders@wwfus.org

Photos: C VVWF-Canon / Martin HARVEY
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Panthers upset Hornets in
last home game of season
By Rashad Morgan
Sports Editor

The Panthers (5-22,
2-14) basketball team added

another win to its resume'
Monday, coming back from a
twelve point half time deficit to
defeat the Alabama State Hornets (11-6, 9-7) 75-72 in their
last home game of the season.
Prairie View trailed early but
the home advantage led to a
50 point second half for the
Panthers, ending the Hornets'
seven-game win streak.
Their last meeting,
which took place at the JLR
Acadome in Montgomery, Ala.
ended in a Hornet's victory, 7870. In that game the Hornets'
leading scorer Akeim Claborn
scored a game high 19 points,
but this game turned out to be
another story as the Panthers
defense held the 6-7 forward,
to a mortifying seven points.
In the first half the
Panthers had a tough time
making baskets, shooting only
thirty-three percent from the
floor, but they stayed within
striking range, holding the

Hornets' lead to the low double
digits closing out the half.
The Panthers slowly
chipped at the Hornets' lead
during the second half. With
six minutes to go in the half
the Panthers took the lead and
didn't let go. The Hornets'
Richard Lott had a chance to
tie the game in the last seconds
but his three-pointer bounced
off the rim, and Prairie View
held on for the victory.
The Panther's defense
forced 12 Hornet turnovers in
the final 20 minutes. Senior,
Oscar Thompson led all players
with a game and career high 24
points.
The Panthers will play
their last two games of the
season on the road versus the
Southern Jaguars (14-12, 13-3)
and Alcorn State Braves (6- 19,
6-10).
The Panthers will
have their hands full tonight,
the Jaguars are the top ranked
team in the SWAC conference.
On the other hand the
Braves are on a four game losing streak and a Panther win
would ruin their tournament
hopes.

I HI P \NI HI H

SP0Hl S

11

Panthers conclude spring drills
with controlled scrimmage
the return of 18 starters from last
season.
"It's priceless to have
that experience coming back but
just because a player started last
year doesn't mean they'll start
next season due to fierce competition at every position," said
Frazier. "I truly
believe
that we
a r e
three-

the Panthers were allowed
14 practices leading up to
Wednesday's scrimmage. Frazier said he was pleased with
The Prairie View
his team's effort throughout
A&M University Panther footthe sessions.
ball team will hold its annual
• Practice has been
spring game on Wednesday,
fierce and the players have
March 1 at Blackshear Field at
really been getting after it,"
7:oop.m.
Frazier said. "We are still
The game, which
shorthanded offensively in
will be open to the public, will
some areas but other guys
feature a controlled scrimmage
have stepped up. Overall, I
that will place the players in
like the spirit, enthusiasm
game-type situations. Howand speed the players are
ever, according to third-year
playing at."
head coach Henry Frazier III,
In addition, Frazier
there will be two or three series
also said the spring practice
where the offense will get a
has given his younger players
chance to drive the length of
who didn't receive playing time
the field.
last season an opportunity to
· wewanttousethe
perform at game speeds.
controlled format so we can
"With the luxury of
put players in certain situaredshirting 19 guys last year
tions to sec how they react so
and 17 the year before, it shows
we can get a true assessment
that we are steadily building a
deep at program here where we can
of them." said Frazier.
position on the consistently put out 20-plus
Coming off their best e v e r y
season since 1988, the Pan- football field and I look forward to seniors. l am excited about
thers enter the 2006 season a very competitive summer camp the program we've built 'here
and rm \oo\r.ing forward to the
as one of the most experienced and upcoming football season."
Per CAA regu\ations, upc:om\ng . son.a
teams in the <.-onference with

Panther News Service

Prairie View A&M Universi

On a high note: Running back Arnell Fontenot helped the Panther win four of their last six games. He also led the team with eight touchdowns.

2006 football schedule highlighted with four home games
away games. Having Edward
Following the Labor College. Prairie View will close View wi1l travel to Itta Bena,
Waters and Concordia added to Day Classic, Prairie View will out the month of September Miss. for an Oct. 28 match-up
our home lineup will give us a have three consecutive home with a trip to Dallas, Texas to with Mississippi Valley State.
face Grambling State in the
The final month of
chance to increase the number dates.
of games we can bring locally to
On Sept. 9. Prairie annual State Fair Classic at the competition starts with the
An 11-game slate, our fans, alumni, student body View will host Edward Waters Cotton Bowl in Dallas, Texas on Panthers' last home game when
highlighted by seven home and supporters:
they host Arkansas-Pine Bluff
College at Blackshear Field the Sept. 30.
dates, including two games in
The 11-game schedule before returning to Houston
The Panthers begin for homecoming.
Houston, has been announced
Prairie View will
with the release of Prairie View
conclude the season with two
Date
Opponent
Location
Time
A&M University's 2006 football
consecutive road trips. They will
schedule.
journey to Jackson, Miss. for a
9/2
Texas Southern (Labor Day dassic)
Houston, TX
7:00pm
The 2006 schedule,
Nov. umeetingatJacksonState
9/9
Edward
Waters
Prairie
View,
TX
6:00pm
announced by athletics director
before closing out the regular
9/16
Southern
Houston, TX
7:00pm
Charles McClelland, includes the
season with a game against
9/23
Concordia
Prairie View, TX
6:00pm
most attractive home schedule
Alabama A&M on Nov. 18 in
in recent years, featuring two
9/30
Grambling State (State Fair Oassic)
Dallas, TX
6:00pm
Huntsville, Ala.
non-conference opponents.
"Last year we spent
10/7
Alcorn State
Prairie View, TX
4:00pm
Edward Waters College will
a lot of hours traveling to and
10/14
Alabama State
Prairie View, TX
4:00pm
return to the schedule for the
from games," said third- year
10/21
OPEN
first time since 1965 and a new
bead
coach Henry Frazier III.
Miss. Valley State
ItaBena, MS
10/28
2:00pm
opponent, Concordia College,
"Traveling takes our players out
Ark. Pine Bluff (Homecoming)
Prairie View, TX
11/4
1:00pm
has been added.
of class and puts a lot of wear
11/11
Jackson State
Jac.kson,MS
2:00pm
"We are extremely
and tear on the body. This year's
AlabamaA&M
Huntsville, AL
11/18
1:30pm
pleased to have Edward Waters
schedule will not only reduce
and Concordia become part of
our travel hours, but more
our non-conference football
importantly, it will give those
schedule," said McCleJland. begins on Sept. 2 with the 22nd to host Southern University October with a two-game home fans, alumni and students who
"When initially setting out to annual Labor Day Classic against on Sept. 16. The Panthers will stand against Alcorn State on can't travel afar an opportunity
fill our schedule, we wanted to arch rival Texas Southern in return to campus on Sept. 23 Oct. 7 and Alabama State on Oct. to witness more exciting Panther
at least balance our home and Houston.
for a game against Concordia 14. After a weekend off, Prairie football."

Panther News Service

Best Selling
Author
Cultural Critic
Scholar

Thursday, March 9, 2006

7PM

Memorial Student Center Auditorium
Sponsored By.
Office of S pecial P rograms

Student Governme n t Ass oc iatio n
T he Uni ve r sity S c holars P r ogra m

Defense: Panther defender. Clifford Franks and Oscar
Thompson swarm a Hornet to force a turnover.

The O ffice o f the P resid ent

For Special Assistance w ith D isabilities, D ia l ext. 2 610

.
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"I smoke, I drink..."

By La.Cheryl E. Whitlow
1../H andA/EEditor

It's funny how so many
times in life there are things
that we say we wi1l never do
and yet by some strange twist
of fate we end up doing what we
said we would never do. We tJy
to hold on to our virginity and
save our selves for marriage,
we replay the •Just say no to
dmgs" campaign religiously in

our minds, and we are more
than aware of the dangers of
drinking and driving. Then
we grow up and for those of us
fortunate enough, we experiance the college life.
While I can only
speak for myself, everything
that I say I would not ever do
or ever try I did. You name it
and I did it with flying colors.
Ironically, I have no regret for
the mistakes I made because
1 not only learned from my
mistakes but I took to heart
the lessons that life had to
teach me the bard way. I
learned that people who drink
or smoke chronically to the
point of alcoholism or getting so high from marijuana
(the gateway drug) that they
eventually experiment with
other drugs in attempt to get
even higher were just hurting
people.
When I reached a

cross roads in my college career
when I couldn't make sense of
the senseless things that l had
done, l realized I was trying
to cope with my problems by
the use of substances. I did not
want that for myself. I did not
want to become co-dependant
on the taste of a drink to deal
with my anger or whatever my
personal demons were at that
time.
The first full week of
March is National Drug and
Alcohol Awareness Week and
the Lifestyles/Health/ and
Arts/Entertainment section is
dedicated to making the dangers of chronic drinking or drug
usage of social consciousness to
the student body of PVAMU.
Whether your addiction is the
taste of alcohol, marijuana, or,
even sex please know that you
cannot live a healthy life if you
make unhealthy choices.

The medical corner:
Drugs are killing African America ns

By Theresa Okeyo-Oweor,
Nichole Liggins and Dennis E. Daniels, M.P .H.,
Dr.P.H
Drug abuse is not a
new topic. As an elementary
student of the 1960s, I recall
films that spoke of the horrible things that could happen if you smoked marijuana
or used heroin. The films, my
parents and Mrs. Kelley (my
Sunday School teacher) were
more than enough justification for avoiding the use of
drugs. Yet, I also didn't like
the idea of having little or no
control of -my thoughts, actions and bodily functions.
Drug abuse is alive
and it is killing African
Americans economically ,
physically and sociaIJy. Many
employers are requiring drug
screens prior to employment
and a number of persons are

losing great opportunities their antiretroviral medibecause they have a history cines as prescribed (Sharpe,
of drug use at some point in TT and et al., 2004).
their lives.
Injection Drug Us During the years ers, their partners and their
2001-2004, the primary children accounted for at
mode of HIV transmission least 36% of all AIDS cases
among African American reported in the U.S. through
men was sexual contact 1999, and 31 % of the cases
with other men, followed reported for that year. Reby heterosexual contact and cent data has revealed that
injection drug use. Dur- the 178,233 African Ameriing this same time frame, can living with AIDS in the
the primary mode of HIV United States accounted for
transmission among African 43% of all people in the UnitAmerican women was het- ed States living with AIDS.
erosexual contact, followed From the beginning of the
by injection drug use (CDC. epidemic through 2004, an
HIV/ AIDS Surveillance Re- estimated 201,045 African
port, 2004).
Americans with AIDS died.
In addition to being Injection drug use is the secat risk from sharing needles, ond leading cause of HIV incasual and chronic drug us- fection for African American
ers are more likely to engage women and the third leading
in high-risk behaviors. High cause of HIV infection for
risk behavior includes un- African American men.
protected sex while under
the influence of drugs or
For more informaalcohol. Drug abuse has also tion contact www.cdc.gov
demonstrated an association . For information on test with treatment compliance. ing and counseling please
A recent study of HIV-in- contact the Owens-Franklin
fected women revealed that Health Center at ext. 2511 or
women who used drugs , the Houston Department of
compared to women who did Health and Human Services
not , were less likely to take at (713) 794-9640 .

You don'thaveto drink
Making the right decision not to drink
is a healthy choice

By Drechelle Edwards
Panther Correspondent

Are you embarrassed
about your personal choice
not to consume alcohol? Do
you feel pressured to drink
alcohol? Despite the perception on many college campuses
that drinking is the norm, no
one should be pressured to
drink, or embarrassed to make
a personal choice not to drink.
Research has documented that those with a family
history of alcoholism are more
at risk to become dependent
on alcohol; therefore, those
individuals may choose to refrain from alcohol consumption.
There are times when
alcohol must be totally avoided
for example, if you are under
the legal drinking age, pregnant,
breastfeeding, operating motor
vehicles, studying , or working,
performing in fine arts or competing in athletics, and when
taking certain medications. In
each of these cases, specific

risks can occur, if alcohol is consumed inappropriately.
Although a1cohol
may be an enjoyable asset to a
party, it should not "make the
party". The main purpose of
a party should be to socialize
with friends, as well as relieving yourself from the stress of
schoolwork. Alcohol should not
be used as the ~main attraction"
at social events, simply because
this may lead to unintended
over consumption of alcohol.
At this state of drunkenness, partygoers may become
less observant and generally not
nice people to be around after a
while. Drinking games and traditions most of the time result in
drunkenness, which can create
serious risk to those involved.
Getting drunk should
not be a state to be admired,
or taken lightly. Disruptive behavior triggered by alcohol use
can cause harm to everyone
involved. Remember, if you
choose to use alcohol, do it
safely, legally and appropriately.

Explore Peace Corps
March 2, 2006

+ 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Prairie View A & M University
Career Services
217 Evans Hall
Call (936) 857-2055 for details
To attend, reserve a seat
by calling (214) 253.5473 or
e-mail RSVP@peacecorps.gov

www .peacecorps.gov
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Soultry night a success
Relaxing to the smooth grooves of fellow students
By Ashley Slayton
Panther Staff

The sound of fingers
snapping and a saxophone playing greeted spectators as they
walked through the doors of the
second floor lounge in the MSC
Thursday night, Feb. 23. Soultry
Night Sessions, sponsored by
Sigma Alpha Iota and Phi Mu
Alpha, began at 7 p.m. and lasted
well into the night.
The event kicked off
with a poem by Rhonda Jackson
en-titled "Leave the Ghetto,"
followed by a song. With the mic
open to all, several students chose
to perform poems and songs.
Tanisha Preacher, performed
a piece called "That Night," a

poem previously featured in
Th e Panther. Groups s uch as
Dalynisse, a group formed by
Catherine Burnley, Krystle Curtis
and Shirona Session, performed
original songs they had written
that b rought the audience to
their feet. After the open mic
session, the band and the host
finished out the night to the joy
of spectators. The experience
was enjoyable for thosee in attendance.
The function proved
to be a truly interactive experience, with the crowd becoming
as involved as the performers
themselves. Music appeared to
tie the entire event together.
Softly, it played in the background accompanying poets
and entranced listeners when

She's gotta have it
Are you addicted to the need for constant love
By Jemma Hepburn
Panther Staff

The idea of people being addicted to love has been
entertained repeatedly in books,
music, and movies. However,
most of us do not need movies
to show us what it's like to be
addicted to love. Many of are love
addicts ourselves and just don't
know it.
What, in fact, is love
addiction, and why are some
men and women addicted to
love? As you may have already
guessed, it comes from a psychological addiction that results
from a person's unfulfilled childhood needs. Experts agree that,
as a child, if a person's needs
were not met or unrecognized
by their parents these needs can
carry over into their adult life.
Also, these children learn to limit
their expectations of being loved.
Sayings like, "My needs don't
count," and "Getting close will
hurt," are common expressions
oflove addicts.
Love addicts fear rejection, pain, unfamiliar experiences, and have no faith in their
O'--VO ability to inspire love, so
they wait, wish and hope to be
loved by that special someone,
or "soul mate", as love addicts
tend to commonly put it. They
find the world in one person,
believe that doing things for
their mate will secure their love,
and set unrealistic goals for their

lovers-goals that often result in
their lover scheming.
We all know the per on
that falls in love within a week of
meeting someone, or heard of the
couple that elopes after knowing
each other for no more than a
month. Their explanation is usually a "But, I love him/her," "Love
knows no boundaries," or "Love
will pay the bills." However, this
feeling is frequently not real love,
but infatuation.
When asked why some
people are addictive lovers,
some PV students offered their
opinions. Courtney Warren, a
civil engineering sophomore,
agrees with the expert opinion
that "Sometimes it's because
of a person's past relationships
or childhood experiences with
their parents." Uyiosa Oziawe,
a biology senior, states, "I think
it depends on whether they are
used to being in relationships.
If they're lonely, then they tend
to fall in love quickly." "They're
desperate to have a companion,
afraid to be by themselves and
are insecure with themselves/
says Rondrea Taylor, a sophomore English major.
By no means should it
be inferred that being in love is
not a good feeling. As one singer
ex.claims, "Being in love is good
for your health!" But because
love can make a person do crazy
things, it's important to make
sure that :what we're feeling is
indeed love, and not abuse it to
suit some unfulfilled need.

paired with the melodic voices of
students. Heads swayed, fingers
snapped, and feet tapped as the
students soaked in the relaxing
atmosphere. "It's such a positive thing to be around so many
talented people who can come
together and have a good time
just appreciating the beauty of
poetry and song," says Brittany
Grant, a sophomore psychology major, "Being a part of that
is what makes events like this
worthwhile."
Chris Mitchell, a junior
music education major, proved
to be equally as talented on the
keyboard as he was on the saxophone. Soon the audience was
grooving to tunes such as Flashlight by George Clinton. From
wall to wall, the lounge came
alive with noise blaring from
speakers, the sound of drums and
warm bodies doing the electric
slide. As the night progressed,
the music changed to a rap genre
and the electric slide became the
modern dances of today. With
encouragement from the host,

Weigh

the eveningonce
again resumed its
relaxing
at mo sphere
and the
e v e n t
ended
leaving
its membel"Ssatisfied. "We
wanted
it to be a
successful event
and it
was,"says
Stefanie
Ward, a
en io r
marketing ma jor, "be
on the
look out for
more."

Like a bird: atherine
p\ay her guitar.

anagemen W rk h p

D
u ant
Jo e ei ht? Do
u n ed hdp doing o? an •t
afford the h lp of e pen ive per onaJ trainer , p ychoJogi t . and
nutritional coun elor ? The tudent Coun eling enter of Prairie
Vie A&M University i offering a Weight Management
Work.shop. This workshop i being offered to students and staff at
no charge.
Workshop Objective

• Learn proven method of achieving and maintaining a
healthy bod weight.
• Identify healthy & effecti e eating trat gie
• Identify healthy & realistic strategie to increase phy ical
activity
• Learn mental strategies to maintain desired eating & c. ·ercis
behavior
• Acquire strategies for overcoming barriers to weight
management goals
When

Tue days and Thur day for 3 weeks
Beginning Tue day 2 lMar06
12-1 :30pm
Where

Owen -Franklin Health Center, 1 1 floor conference room
Sign Up
To sign up for the Weight Management Wor . hop plea e call
Dr Victor Pendleton on ext. 1215, or ·isit him in tl1e tudent
Health Center, room 234.
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By LaCheryl E. Whitlow
I-, H and A/E Editor

Walking in just as the
lights dim, she slowly tries to
prepare her elf for the stories
she's heard repeatedly about the
hardships of slavery. She did not
want to be there and she had a lot
to do. Besides, she was only there
to get credit for class but as the
last actor departs the tage and
the house lights come up, her
eyes were filled with tears. These
were the unheard Yoices of actual
slaves preformed by the award
winning Charles Gilpin Players.
As he casually sits back
and utters everv word with the
uttermo t sincerity of his heart
Assistant Professor Darryl II.
Thomp ·on admits that there
were difficult moment at rehear al · for the production of
this play." My emotion ran so

Alpha Kappa Alpha
12 p.m. - 11 p.m.
MSC-111

Benefits start first day

Weekly Update for Freshmen
PARTICIPATE IN BLACK HISTORY
MONTH ACTIVITIES!!

Competitive salaries
Continuing Education
Mayo Clinic Nursing in Rochester, Minnesota invites
new graduates to embark on an adventure and
discover unparalleled opportunities for career
mobility and growth. Our hospitals are worldrenowned acute care teaching facilities where quality
nursing is our tradition and mission.
For the new graduate we offer clinical and classroombased orientation to foster professional and personal
growth and development. A primary preceptor is
assigned to ensure a successful transition from
student to professional.
To apply or learn more about nursing opportunities
for new graduates at Mayo Clinic, please visit
www.mayocllnic.org/Jobs-nursing.rst.

A

ll'f,!l.v• liii

Tau Beta Sigma

Criminal Justice Club
4 p.m. - 5 p.DL
GW-uo
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Sunday.3/s

s p.m_ - 8 p.m.
NSB-103

Special Programs
2 p.m. - 9 p.m.
MSC-Jll

University College
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Phi Beta Sigma
4p.m.-7p.m.
SL

African Student Association
6p.m.-7p.m
WRB-209

Mmula~31.f1.

Epsilon Gamma Iota
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
JBCL-108

Gamma Sigma Sigma
11 a.rn. - 3 p .m.
MSC

NAACP

Alpha Phi Omega
5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
WFD241

Alpha lambda Omeg
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Gamma Sigma Sigma
6:50 p.m. - 10 p.m.
University College

You must have a grade of 'C' (OR'S') or better in your developmental class
(es) at mid-terms to be able to pre-register for summer or fall 2006.

Check out the following URL: http://calendars.pvamu.edu/ for
information about our Quick THEA testing schedule or call 936/8572747.
UC TUTORIALS ARE HELD WEDNESDAYS FROM 4- 7 PM
IN THE PANTHER ROOM: MATH, ENGLISH AND MORE!!
MID-TERMS ARE ALMOST HERE!!!

"AN EVENING WITH JULIAN BOND"
MARCH 1, 2006, 6 PM, MSC

pha Lambda Omega
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Alpha Phi Omega
5p.m.•6p.m.

CAB

5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
NSB

MSC•lll

.

~

.•

Blackstone Pre-Law
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
GWF-109
University College
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
MSC-111

Alpha Kappa Alpha
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
NSBA101

s p.m. - 11 p.m.

Gamma Phi Delta
6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
JPAFC

NSBE
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
CLW103

Zeta Phi Beta
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
WR.B,-204
Church of Christ
7p.m. -8 p.m.
WFD-328

CAB

MSC-204

Phi Beta Sigma
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
-SL
BSM
6:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
NSB-Alot

Want to
write for

The
Panther?
Attend our
weekly meeting
every

Thursday
at 5 p.m.
to get the scoop!

Room219

You said so many lies and hurt me so
But why are you insisting on not letting me go?
I told you no time and time again
I told you to stop before it began
You stole a part of me that I did not want to give you
Now you are asking me to simply forgive you.
Did you care when I told you to stop?
Did it matter when I tried to push you off top?
It took some tears to open your ears to my cries and screams
I froze in shock; I could not believe this was happening to me
You use your ignorance as a defense
But there was something that you must have forgot or missed
No means NO, if you wanted it to or not
There is one more thing I almost forgot.
You're a great man that made a mistake
Leaving me with a decision now I have to make
To yell silent screams into the wind and leave it is.
Or stand up for me and protect your future victims, whoever they
maybe?
God only knows if you did what you intended
Reality set in only moments after it ended
Everything was blurring except the imagines embedded into my
mind
God only knows if you found what you were in search to find.
Could you have stopped if I yelled a little louder?
Or what if I fought just a little bit harder?
X-rated crimes only make you stronger
Some people \earn right away,
While for others it may take longer.

FOCCS
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
JPAFC
Zeta Phi Beta
7:2op.m-10:3op.m
JBCL-108

University College

MSC,

BE SMART! BE SAFE! PLAY BY ALL THE RULES!

Student Nursing Assoco
ciation
4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
JBCL-108

WFD-241

University Village
3 p.m. -11 p.m.
MSC-111

UNTIL
DRMS

CAB
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
MSC

By Katrina Eve

Friday. 3/3

The Answers

THE PANTHER

Survivor

Wcdocsday, JLS

SIFE

University
Academic Council
3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
MSC-203

Just like the stars:The
Charles Gilpin Players take
center stage.

Tuesday, 3(1

VBU Ministries10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
MSC-204-A

BH

Delta Sigma Theta
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Hobart

Generous relocatlon package
Tuition assistance

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Gamma Sigma Sigma
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
MSC

9 p.m. - u:55 p.m.

6:45 p.m. - 9 p.m.
W.R banks-204

Paid Interview expenses

Mayo Clinic 1s an affirmative 11Ct1on ane
equa, fllll)()1tunity educator ano emplo1er.

Saturday, 3/4

Parking Management
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
MSC-203

Douglas Leadership
Institute
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
NSB-104

Nursing Graduates

Phone: 800-562·7984
E-mail: nurslng.hr.stafflng@mayo.edu

Thursday,3/2

feet and wipes her eyes. She was
more than elated that she had
come. She had been enlightened
on things that she thought she
knew so well. Just like the last
words of the performance, she
walked out the theater pondering
the significance of what slavery
meant to her. Each day ended as
the previous one had, each one
began as the previous one had,
and each day expended itself as
the previous one had.

~ MAYO CLI IC
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Events .for Mar. 2 - Mar.8, 2006

Unheard voices: The slave narratives
high while reading the narratives.
Mv silence was not an option; I
h;d to present the words of the e
fonner slaves and their children
to as many people as possible.
By listening to the histories of
former slaves, the audience can
experience, understand, and
learn about the slave's life during
and after the Civil War.'"
The Charles Gilpin
Players of Prairie View are truly
talented and put on an awesome
performance last week in the
Anne Campbell Little Theater
in Hobart Taylor. For some
time the unheard voices of the
theatre department have gone
just as unnoticed as those of the
slave narratives which they portrayed. However, after receiving
a standing ovation for la t week'
performance things \-.rill change.
While the actors on
stage take a bow, she slowly
joins the small crowd on her

WEDNESDAY, MARCH

Who wasted their time going to club Blue this weekend?
2.Did you actually think you were going to get in for free?
3.Which freshman is going around bragging about her pregnancy? 4.Who is the freshman stalking a Sigma Romeo? 5.
Doesn't she realize that he only wants one thing and it's
not her mind? 6. Why do the biggest girls wear the smallest
things? 7. Who is going around claiming to be a make-up
artist? 8. Doesn't she look a hot mess? 9.Who is the Zeta
that beat the crap out of that girl in Phase Ill last week?
10. Whatever happened to the boy that got shot in U.C? 11.
Wasn't the SGA talent show like Show time at the Apollo? 12.
Who saw the girl that was about to pop out of her top on stage
at the talent show? 13. How many people are really going to
boycott The Panther? 14.Why do the spinlclers come on in
the village when it rains? 15. Who is the boy that got caught
stealing books from the library? 16. What couple has an STD
and is still having uno.protected sex? 17. Why do the shuttle
buses run back to back ? 18. Does it make sense for them to
be on the same side of the campus ? 19. Why is there crime
scene tape in front of Hobart? 20. What do you think?
1.

P. V. Student Housini:
Now Leasing
3 Bedroom Homes
24687 Richards Rd.
PEAK REALTY
979-921-9530

HOl'VIES FOR SALE
100o/o FINANCING
No closing Costs
Less Than Perfect Credit
FREE CREDI'"£ REPORTS
Call No~
Peak. Realty
(979) 921-9530

This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are
not the views of The Panther. Want to tell us what you think?
Please b1ing your comments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or
e-mail us at panther@pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at
the discretion of The Panther.
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SAM HOUSTO STATE
UNIVERSITY
Johnson Coliseum
800 20 th Street
Huntsville, Texas 77340
Don~t Delay, Call Today!

n
Phone: (936)294-3021

CONTESTANTS WANTED!
You Can Be Ms. Black World Houston!
Ladies, ages 18-32; Single or Married.
Cash Awards, Prizes, Appearances,
Publicity, Travel etc.
To Enter Call: 1-877-781-7958
Email: msbl kwld@ I.com
http://www.msblackworldhouston.com
Sponsors/Advertisers Inquiries Invited!

~203~~ood~n
B
(Exit 1468)
(979) 826-3568

IS~AFriD

:s..,o.-.aF....
. . . . . . . I pleaec.till,&cFriD

$.1.99

